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THE 

Introduction* 



Tj fenjiblt the greatefi Part of what 

d in the foilffaini EJfay, may be 

t freati/es already Pubhjbtdy and 

gly 1 babe mentioned the Aatbon : 

poffibly tbtKedder fnay find fame 

and tbetCf iffbicb be bas not met 

r,l> dees not fail to every one'j Sbare 

TO foave the Mooki cited ; and fbmt of tbem are rarely 

To be ften in New-England : bejides, the Ccllatini many 

things tbus tdgetber, will fave botb Time and Pains to 

fucb as have Librariei, and want Leifure to feardb 

ihent. 

fP any JhouU inquire y what Occafion there H at this 
S^Wff of the Day fir an Oration a£ainft Popery ; is the 
Protcftant tnterefi in any liazard front that garter ? 
I anfwer, the Church Militant •saill never be tut of 
I)anger, and therefore (he has Watchmen fee upon her 
Walls*; And tko' our Lord JESUS CHRJSrwiU 
certainly make good bis great Promife ; That the Gates 
tff Hell Jhall never be able to prevail againfi his Cbareb, 
fMat. xvi. i8. and Dan. li. 44.^ Tet J knew of no 
ether Charter that any of the Protejidnt Churches in par- 
ticular have for their Security, than what runs with a 
qnaia diu fe bene gtfierint, or in tbe ffords of the Pro- 
A 2 pLet 
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4 ThelNTRODUCTION. 

pbet Azariah, 2 Cbron. xv. 2. Hear yc me Afa^ aind all 
Judah, and Benjamin, The Lord is with you, {oTj will 
be with you, for it may be t ran flat ed in the future ^enfe) 
while you be with him. Befides wbich^ tbe unfearcb- 
able. Sovereignty of GO D in his Difpenfations of tbis< 
NaturCy is always to be rewembred and adored. IVbat 
became of the feven famous Churches in Afia, tbofe 
Golden Candlefticks among wbom tbe Son of God once 
walked ? Where are the flourijhing and numerous Cbri^ 
fiian Churches that were fometime fince in Bohemia, 
Hungary, and Piedmont ? But Oh ! thou Enemy ! 
What ^Defolations haft thou wrought in our Days in 
France ? ^he ^im^ was * , when the Reformed could 
there count two thoufand one hundred and fifty 
^Churches ; in mbft of thefe two Minifters, in fome five ; 
.the Church of Orleans had feven thoufand Communi- 
cants : But their Bodies now lye dead in the Street of 
the great City, ^c. Rev. xi. 7, 8. In the Teat i68tf, 
not a firigle Church lefty or a reformed Miniftir to be 
feen in all that Kingdom, yfs to Great Britain ; i/tf 
muft be a Stranger to the Britifli Hiftory that does not 
know how frequently our Holy Religion, together with the 
Civil Liberties of the Nation, has been in the utmoft 
Danger from the Days of ^een Elizabeth ; fometimes 
by fecret Attempts, at other times by open Violence, 
•thro' 'the Influence of the Jefuits, with their Aflbciates, 
and other Emiffartes of the Church of Rome. And 
thd" our Britilh Mountain, by the Divine Favour, feems 
at prefent to ft and ftrong, by the Settlement of the Jm^ 
perial Crown i?/ Great Britain in the Prince fs Sophia, 
and the Heirs of her Body being Proteftants j Tet where 
is the Seer, that dare fay to our Jerufalem, her War^ 
fare is accomplifloed ? Who among us can tell bow long 
tbefe Halcyon-days will laft ? Or, whether tbe Ckuds 
may ^not return after the Rain. A great and learned 
Divine f, fpeaking of tbe Romifli Church, has thefe 

Words, 
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The INTRODUCTION. 5 

lyirdsy " ^e common Enemy is ftitt in Beingy and both 
?^ ^^rept Power in^ the;. IVbrldy and we know not what 
,f^ ^vantages out too common Iniquities may y from the 
Jujiice of a righteous G O Dy give him againft usy fo 
that we have no Keafon to be fecure*\ And tbo' the 
.Man of Siny, from the Days of the hleffed Ke formation 
pfpecialljfy has been confumingby tbe Breath ^CHRJST'j 
Jdbuthg yet be will not be deftroyed till the Bright nefs 
of bis Coming. Affd it is tbe Opinion of many Judi-^ 
cious Divinesy fbat immediately before tbe final Ruin 
of Antichrifty there will be fuch a 3*ime (tho* a Jbort 
one) for Diftrefs of Nations y and of tribulation to tbe 
Church of GO Dy as the Ages paft never faw. 

HO Wnear the fe great and laft Changes of the Church 
and World arCy with the exali ^me Mnd Order y wherein 
they are to be accomplijbedy are Matters too high for 
our Prophetical Chronologers * Whatever they may pre-' 
tend tOy the Arrows ate beyond them : there is no fix^ 
ing the certain Sjme for the Events of any Prophecy be^ 
fore the Accomplifhment : fat the End it JhaU /peak, 
Habak. ii.3.^ 

AND becaufe we know not when thefe ^ingsy or 
the Coming of the Son of Man JhaU be, therefore the 
Churches y and all private ChfiftianSy are folcmnly charged 
(and it is at their utmoft Perily if they negleif it J to 
Watch and Pray, Mark xiii. 13.6/ ult, to be fobcr and 
vigilant, i Pet, v. 8. diligent, that they may be found -^ 
€ff hihi in Peace, without Spot and Blamelefs, 2 Pet. iii. 
14. And not led away with the Error of the Wicked. 
And to mention no morCy it is very ohfervabky that the 
Church 0^ Philadelphia, who had a gracious Promife of 
being kept from (or \x\) the Hour of Temptation that 
fliould come upon all the World, to try them that dwell 
on the Earth, is yet awfully admonijbed in tbofe IVordsy 
Behold, I come quickly, hold faft that which thou haft, 
that no Man (or no one, ii.n^iUj take thy Crown, Kev. 
iii. 6y 10, II, 
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I have dmewttb tbe Pre h ce when litwfiipl, tiat 
the KeaJer majt mt expeH ben tft tmi imy tbr^ Ukt 
a gcnend Charge amnfi the Romlft Omnht (fush k 
Work wottl3 F^MtntSy and has afinaOj fi iem :J 
f%e Dtjig» oftbe Effay htiftt w^ to open two Artfclcs 

?'" btr Indigent ; and ftt Ex ftde HcRstlem, frm « 
bot, by the Rale if Pnfptrrtion^ flv^ may mah an Bfii^ 
taate of the Man of $n. 
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ESSAY 

To E^c^ta tint Passage latlw 

R£VEi,ATio)(% Ck xviii. ver. 1 3.' 
-^And Saves and Sottk rf Men, 



IT bcftig a Matter of fuch mighty Gufc- 
qncncc to tbe ^opte of G O D in the fc- 
rwit Ages of tbe Church, ptainly to dif- 
cover Jjaiebr^, that fo " they might not 
•* totjdi the uncfcan thing/% tajt be fepa- 
rate; Tiinoeto be wondrcd at, cbs the 
Me B T Ghost, in giving the Charafter of MyJficaJS 
Ba^yUm^ the Mother ^ Hartc^ ^c. Ihould cfefcencC 
to ftd> PartiatUrs as ive meet with io this, and the 
OTweeding Chapter. F6r hepe we find the Apcrflatc 
Chsrch dcffciibcd fknn her Pbffure, Sifting, r. j. I 
faw a Wsman SiF^ dec. thus old Babylon Sat as a 
Qaeen : Her Garb and Attire, v. 4. flie was arrayed 
viiib. ffutfUy mU tkekfd^ with Goii aitJ frwhu s 
Stones, &C. Notice is aUb taken .«f hcc Complexion, 
and Condition ; She was Sear/ei Qilmred^ ana drank 
with Blood ; the Blood of Saints and Martyrs, as ic 
follows in y. 6. And thft bceter to, 6nd this ftrange 

Woman, 



2- T^he Mercbandife of 

Woman, her Rcfidcnce, or Place of Abode, is pointed 
out ; the great City which reigned over the Kings of the 
Earth J viz. ROME; which was &inous for its fevea 
Mountains, and therefore called Civitas Septicolfis. Vir- 
gil fpeaking of Rome fays, Sepfem quce una fibi muro 
circumdedit Arces : And the Antient Romans had a 
Feaft called Fefium Septimontium. And becaufe great 
Cities are very much known and diftinguilhed by the 
Stapk, or principal Wares they deal in ; we Jiave an 
Account of the Trade drove to, and from this Myftical 
Babylon^ by her Merchants iind Chapmen i arid the 
very Xy>mmoditieSy as well thofe Imported as Exported, 
are here enumerated. The Invoice^ which indeed is very 
particular, begins at the i lib Veife, with Gold and SiL 
ver, and ends in the i^th Verfe, with the Slaves -and 
Souls of Men, as our Englijh Bible reads it. The Mar- 
gin indeed has it Bodies ; The Words in the Original^ 
are K^t? ^^iiatSp^ kaI 4^iMf av^fowSr ^ the true Meaiw 
ing of which I Ihall now inquire into : And there being 
the leaft Difficulty with the Word Souls, I fhall begin 
with that, tho' the other ftands firft in the Text. 

I T muft be acknowledged, that in Scripture, as well 
as in other Writings, the word Soul, is pftifn taken figu- 
ratively for the ivbole Perfon : yet on the other hand, 
the fflcred fi^iftorians, and other Writers, .ufe the Word 
4u;)C«tc, and Tcarce any other, when they fpeak of de^ 
parted Spirits, or the Soul after its Separation from the 
Body ; as might be proved from innumerable Inftances, 
were there occafion. Homer, the Fountain of the Greek . 
Language, for the moft part,, if not always, ufes the 
Word -sjox* f, for the Ghqfts or departed Spirits of the 
Grecian Heroes * . But I »eed not labour this ; our Pro* 

teftant 
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Tlewii tfpyifJiHf 4J;^«tf a/i t^/*4«i» 

Hfpo«i' ■ '^ ■ ■ ■- * ' 

Englijhed by Mr. Pope. 
That Wrath which hurl'd to Plntis gloomy Retgfi» 
The S O U L S of mighty Chiefs untimely flain. 



Bodies and Souls of Men. ^ 3 

teftant Expofitors being generally agreed. That by the 
Word -vlo'x^f in this Place, we are to undcrftand Souls 
departed. 

1 proceecl therefore to explain the Word <r&yLArSv. Our 
famous Mr. Brightman reads it Bodies : The French Bi- 
ble renders the Word Efclcmes : Junius and fremellius 
tranflate it Mancipia ; and fo does the Vulgar Latin 
Bible^ with many of the Criticks. It is probable,' that 
which occafioned our Tranflators, together with Junius 
and Tremelliusy and the Latin and French Bibles^ to 
render the Word vmiiArSvy Slaves ^ or Mancipia, is a 
Paflage in the Defcription which the Prophet Ezekiely 
Chap, xxvii. gives of the rich Trade and Supply of fyre^ 
ver. 13. Javany Subal, and Mejhecy they were thy Mer^ 
chants ; they traded the Perfons ' of Men, as our Bible 
reads it, and fo does the French. The Latin has it 
Mancipia ; Junius and SremeUiuSy Hominibus : But the 
general Opinion of Expofitors is, that the Prophet J?- 
zekiel intends Servants, or Slaves, that were fold at 
Syre : And withont doubt the Allegorical Defcription 
of Myfiical Babylon in this Chapter, is taken from that 
Prophecy in Ezekiel. But then as Mr. Brightman upon 
the Place obferves, thefe Wor4? in the Revelations have 
ft far other Meaning than thofe in Ezekiel : and upon 
the laft Words in the Verfe, viz. and Souls of Men, 
fays, " The Holy Ghost feems to have changed 
•* the Conftruftion of the Words of fet purpofe, that 
** he might note out the Difference between this Com- 
** modity, and all the other, efpecially thofe of the 
** Bodies ; for thefe Words are not put in the Geni* 
** tive Cafe, as it is clear in the Greek Text, but as 
** we have tranflated it in ,the Latin i whereby it is 
** fignified, that there is a divcrfe, and diftinft Con- 
** fideration made in the Place, of Souls and Bodies *'. 
Thus that Learned Man. 

THIS remarkable Diftindion makes it the more 
ftrange, that fuch of our Proteftant Expofitors, as un- 
derftand by the word 4ox*^ Spirits or feparate Souls, 

- B Ihould 
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fliould render the preceding word &e»iidLrSif SlMes t fat 
Slavery is Conditio PerfoncBy and tflkes !fl the ^bate 
Many to wit. Soul and Body, Conjunffim ; ^'hereftsr 
in the Text they are plainly enumerated as two difiinCi 
Speciis of Merchandife. 

BESlt)ES, I doubt upon Exaiiiltiatidrt,even the PfcJ. 
teftants will be found ^s much eofncefned in the VLct^ 
chandife of Slaves, as thofe of the Komijh Religion, 
and fo it cannot be d Chara£lerif{ic of the Apellate 
Church, which (as has been noted) h the great Dcfigfl 
of the Context. 

I have dready obftrved. That Mr. Bfightman reads 
the Word ^a^ixarip, in this iPlace, Bodies : but then hd 
Applies it to the Switzefs, >^hb ftre a CoYpukM People, 
and futnifh the Pope with bis lUnding Guards. 

SOME Learned Men have thought, that th« 
wretched Subjeftion and Varfalage Of the Princes and 
People in Murope^ to the Chiifch of Kdnte^ efpecially in 
the Agds preceeding the Reformation, When the Popes 
treated them like Sldvei, is here intended. 

OTHERS again are of Opinion, That by the 
Word fft»iJiA7Sp, we may very well undcrftand, the Mer- 
chandife made by the Kotnijh Church of the Bodies df 
Men while alive, in thofe rigorous and unnatural Cha- 
ftifings of the Body, by Shirts of Mail, Haircloth, 
Whippings, and other Bodily Peninces: which, tho* 
cnjoyned and praftifed under pretence of fpititual Mor- 
tification, and for the Good of the Soul j yet upon 
occafion may be difpenfed with, and are commuted 
into Money, or foiiic other Emolument to the Chutch, 
and fo turned into Mercbandife. Biit Veritas Yei^ et 
Veritas loci, are two diflcrent Things. The Qiieftiott is 
not what the Word ^S^la^ in general (igrtifies, 6r how 
it may be rendred in other Places ? but wnat the Mean- 
ing of it is in this Invoice of the Merchandife of My- 
fiical Babylon ? 

AND with Reverence to our Englijb Trandators. 
and the other venerable Authors before-ihentioned, 1 
am of Opinion, That by the Word ^miMLrSp, in the 

Text, 



Bodies and Souls of Men. 5 

Tqct, we ought to uoderiUnd the Dead Bodies of Men ; 
To fuppprt which> befides what has been already men- 
tion^ teii4ing that way^ I would o0er .the following 
CwfideratiQW. 

I. Firfi^ Jt U Wjcjl known. That tl>e Komijb Churches^ 
for feveral Ages^ h*v^ ma4e M^'r^bandife^ as well of the 
d^ad JSodifs^ a? the fefarAte Souls of Men : (as is pro- 
y^ in the foljowin^ Eflay.) Now if we are to fappoip 
the Holy Qboft |n this PUi^e, (^s our Proteftant Exr 
pofitor:$ ^r^at) Pefigns by the Word •vk'x^f^ the J^er** 
i;handire which the Qiurcn of Ko^ne makes oSJeparats 
S>uh i pcrtaioly it is as reafonable to tljink^ yj^ bv 
j^ Wo.r4 ^»ft|6T»N br feould point out ^oth^r Branca 
of their vik Tx^w, viz. that of xho dead Bodies of 
Mm. 

t. Secondly^ Th^ roanifeft jyiftio&ion tn tlie Dri* 
gjtpaj^ jind fo between the /^t? Species of Mcrrijafi^ife 
qbiSbrved by Mn Bri^l^mafi^ will be , ipoft etfc^bially 
ptdfcn^^^ by tly^ I^erp.retation of (he Word ^n^jSn : 
for {be Soul av^^Body are never fo muckcontradiftinguifli^d;^ 
as after they are fspatat^d. And therefore De>th is de- 
fined to be y^i^iMi 4^j(^( 4^ aviMT®-, Separatio Animce 
a Corporis. 

^. ftbirdfyp Aod to meptioQ flo mpre^ the Wond 
€€$yi(t,TSf is fo rendred^ not only b^ the Greek Authors 
^nd Lexicons, but alfo by the ^ranflators of die Bible 
in many other Places. Tis likewife very obfervable^ 
That the only Words jifed in jche SfiptikOffSt and Ne^ 
Seftament, for Servants and Bondmen^ are aSa®- and 
oUWui : And amoi^ the AnHont Grecians a2a^ was 
the Name of a Slave^ or the woift fort qf Servants. 
Scapula^ after he has rendered <ri}itt Corpus^ efpecially 
Corpius homims^ rt^ke^ Notice tjlvu Pmtarcb^ whea 
fpeaking k£ burnbg the dead Bodies y expreffes it in the 
Greeky by YLojo^arm t« ^dfjMTA. And in another PlacCj^ 
deforibing the manner of Crucifying among the Romans, 

B a fays^ 
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fays, rti ^»(jMrt rSr ko\a^oijl€pSp ttcA^Q- tic^tpf/ T3r 
ftfuTtf ftft/p^K And Homer before-mentioned, ufes the 
Word ffi»iJLA for the dead Bodj/ in the xxitr. of his Odyf- 
fes. One of the Grecian Heroes in Hades is repre- 
fented as bewailing. That in fuch a Battle, he and 
others were flain, but their Bodies lay neglefted ; CoT" 
pora negle{la jacent ; in the Greek it is c^ijlat* dn^J^nt 
KHTAt, ^c. f. The Septuagint in that remarkable Paf- 
fage of the young Prophet who was flain by a Lyou for 
his Difobedience, and his QarQafe for dead Body J call 
in the Way, renders it vayLA feven times running, i 
Kings xiii. 14. and following Verfes*, As to the 
New ^eftament ; the Word ^«fttf, very frequently ftands 
for the dead Body, and accordingly is fo rendred. To 
inftance in a few Places, Mat. xiv. 1 2. His Difciples 
came and took up the Body, i. e. of John ; «•« ^*. Mat. 
xxvii. 5 2. Many Bodies of Saints which flept ; cdiiATA. 
Verfe 58. He went to Pilate^ and begged the Body of 
J E S U Sj irSf^A. Luke xxiv. 3. jind they entred iff, 
and found not the Body of the Lord Jefus ; ^©^t*. Afts 
ix. 40. ^nd Peter turning him to the Body of lahitha, 
who was dead ; <rS(AA. And to mention no more, i Con 
XV. 44. Jt isfown a natural Body ; cSyiA. 

HAVING thus ftated the Meaning of the Word 
fft^l/ATavj I proceed to make good the Charge exhibited 
againft the Church ofB^om(, viz. making Merchandife of 
the Bodies an4 Souls' qf Men. 

I 
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t SibriViH^s renders e^AyiATAy drfirs^ Strvi. Heiencus^SftA, 
Ctrfujf Car$t Msnctfium,. S^spula like wife, but^tis with an Item^ 
allows the Word 0'^^e« fometimes to fignify Strvus. So that 
Mmnetpium oxServi are but a fecondary Acceptation of the Word. 
Corpus (Vands firft, and therefore ought to be looked^ upon as the 
moft proper. The Learned Monfieur VtwfMt^ in his Notes upon 
Mat. xxvi. 25. This is mj B$dy^ fays the Word ^oifiA^ ilgnifies pro- 
perly a dead B$dy without Blood. And the Sjriaek TrMnflati$n ven- 
ders the Wor tf-i/Lc* by another, iignifying a desdCsrcmfe. 
' ^* A Ereat Number ofCawpf, crSiJutraffj Nshum III. 3. 



Bodies and Souls of Mtn. j 

I begitl ^ith the B o d i b s. 

NOW the Trade or Merchandife carried on by 
the Cburcb of Rome^ with the dead Bodies of Men, 
may be Comprehended under thefe two general 
Heads. 

I. Mortuaries y and BJgbts of Burial. 

1. KeliUs and Pilgrimages. 

JBr/f, MORTUARIES. Our -B»^/(/& Law-Books 
tell us. That the fecond beft Beaft (if the Defund left 
Cattle) was claimed for the Mortuary ; if not, then a 
certain Sum of Money. And Mr. Selden in Us ^rea^ 
fife of^tbesy fays, " The ancient Cuftom, according 
" to the Church-Canon, was to bring the Mortuary 

along with the Corps, when it came to be buried, 
^ and to offer it to the Church as a SatisfafUon for 

the fuppofed Negligence the Defunfl had been 

giilty of^ in not paymg of his PeHbnal Tithes ; and 
om thence it was called a Corfe Prefent^*; w'rfop tov 
coyLir& ; a Ranfom for tbe Body. 

THIS is certain, that upon Notice of the Death pf 
any One, the Parilh-Prieft, Curate, or fome fpiritual 
Ferfon, came and demanded a certain Sum of Money, 
by the Name of a Mortuary : and (b exorbitant at 
len^h thefe EcclefiafUcs grew, as to infill: upon a nintb, 
and fometimes even for a tbird Part of the dead Man's 
Goods. This is taken Notice of ii^ the Statute of the 
^6tb of Henry the VIII. So that at length the Par-^ 
liament were obli&ed firft to reftrain, and at laft to a«- 
boliih this ill Cuftom. Our Hiftorians further tell us. 
That unlefs the Mortuary was pai^, or fecured to be 
paid by the Heir or Executor, the Deceafed could not 
have Chriftian Burial. And Dr. Burnet, (afterwards 
Bifliop of Salisbury) in his Wfiory of tbe Reformat 

tion^ 
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tion ^, Lib. L gives us a terrible Inftance of their Cru- 
elty in this very Thing. Otie Kicbari Hun, n Mtx^ 
chant in LondoHy was fued by his Parifli-Priefty for a 
Mortuary ia tiie Coutt ^f t|ie Popis Legate : wd be^ 
ciiiie he brongte a Pramunm i^aioft the Prieft in the 
Umfwal Qmrty for briogiiig the %iog^$ Subjefts ^- 
fore a Foreign and Illegal Court, he was imprifoivBd m 
the Bijhop's Court for Herefy ; and becaufe they could 
not find Matter fiifficient to put bm Jtp DlWth by Law« 
be was murthered in Prifon. 

RirES rf BURIAL.~Many and Suoerftitious 
ase the Ceremonies «n(d Oxderi of tbe Kmifif Cbnrchi 
toucfaii^ Burial^ and of all whid} they Qike Of e (tp 
make tfafk iUif f 4:^. 6y foni^ of their OiaoM^ iHit ofdir 
Heatheofi tad Jews, but «Ub Her^tkh (u^fx whim 
Tem, liiey always oomficeheod Prctij^ants^ wd their 
JPaiiioitrecs) they tlue do net coftfojE^ t;)K«r ;3ins once a 
lear^ and ail Eifioommutticated Porfoa^^ ^c, «re ex* 
dttded horn E^ckjiafiieai Mm'tai* A Aa0:ant InftMoe 
of this <we faavv io wr own iiifiory ki the Rei^ o£ 
Kifig ^^oi'iir. Die Kiogdpm <if £i^iQl>nj^^ ^r fix 
Tears and tteee Mocybs^ was U9d^ an {nteEdi& fton 
the Pope, during all wfaidii Time O^uirrarf Ifiiiffumur) 
all that died^ were buried like Uogs in Ditches and 
Holes ; only fwh A$ Jbad fiiDdbtf^ed a Ucenfe ^on the 
Pope. Amos^ ather Bulls of tbe Komifi Qiurcb V. A. 
Gavin, in his Mjafkw^Key to Pppery, Vol. I. reckons thp 
BuU of tjie Dead 6> eatted. Bulla Defmd^nm. No 
Body can be iii«ried either wiflUn m without: the 
OMmh, accept tbey bare i;his BiiUl ^>a their Br^^ m 
token of tbidr being ChciBJMs. The Alee of tb^ 
fiidl is two Reals (x Plate: thi^ goes to tiie Treafupe 
of the Ciiurch, ioid muft needs fmmmt to a fvodigioo^ 
Sum every Tear. 

THEY 



* A Werk iwihich d<lerv«d the anoommon Honour it inet srlcb ; 
Iheljev. Author having the Thanks of the Parliament for it. 
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T H E t We aHb taketi Care to appoint the times, 
und Places kit Biirifll. — Tmes^ — not upon FdQlival 
Diys^ iitilefs Neocffity require it, and then, after Vefpers 
tM celebrated. -^ Places, ^^ fome of the antient Canons 
teftraln Burials fn Churches, and all abfolutely forbid 
burying any Bodiei whatfoever near the Altar. But as 
ftered as the Canona or Rules above-mentioned feem to 
be, they have been frequently bought off, and are yet dif* 
penfed with, whenever the Pope pleafes. 

1. SeemMfi The Sdpetftitious Ufe of Kelicks and the 
Pilgritnages, confequent thereupon. 

THIS being OM of the moft profitable Brandies of 
Ttade carried on at Myftical Babyhm 1 I ihall be the 
target ypon it 

w 

THAT the Church of Re^f not only carries on 
this unlawful Trade, but openly jufUfies and avows it, 
in DefiaiVce of the tVotd of G O D, and the Canons df 
feveral Eeclefiaftkai Omneih to the contrary, is noto- 
rious, and cannot be denied. Bellarmine, one of their 
great Champions, fays in exprefs Words, ^ That the 
'' Aelicks of the S^ints^ viz. the B^es, AJbes, &c. 
'* are to be adored : altho' not with the fame kind of 
^^ Worfliip3 as the Spirits of &unts{ yet with more 
'* than human or civil Worfhip^ viz. with religious 
^ Supplicetion^ Rites> Circumgeftation, Thurification, 
•* lic'\ PiMe^s Centuries, p. 45. And Father Alexofu 
defy in his Syftem of Divinity, according to the Council 
cftirem^ under the Title Kelicks^ lays it down as a 
Thefis, that the honouring of Relicks is not repugnant 
to the fitft Commandment 

I T is true, they endeavour to avoid the Charge of /- 

iolatiyy by allcdging. That in the Honour they pay to 

the Relicks of Martyrs and Saints, they don't adore tbem, 

but GOD whoTc Saints they arc. 

^jjj^ 
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THE Council of ^rent fettles the Matter thus; 
« The Kelicks of Saints, that is, their Bodies^ and Bon$s^ 
^' and Sepulchres where they are buried, are to be adored 
^' and reverenced, tho' with lefs Honour Ibmewhat, than 
" the Saints themfelves '*. That filthy Lucre was at the 
bottom of all this, was long fince obierved and lamented 
by Mantuan, who is celebrated by BeUarmim for a lear- 
ned and godly Poet. 

Venalia nobis y S^empla^ SacerJotes^ Alt aria Sacra^ 
Coronxy Ignis y ^hurayPreces : Calum eft venale, Deufque. 

AND Cornelius Agrippa, a Member of the Rjomijh 
Church ; a Doftor of Law^ Counfellor and Hiftoriogra- 
pher to the Emperor Charles the V, (in the XVI Cen- 
tury) an unexceptionable Witnefs, is yet more exprefs in 
the Point, in his Treatife de Vanit. Human. Scient. His 
Words tranflated are thcfe, " Covetous Priefts and greedy 
** Men, feeking matter of their Avarice, not by Wood 
** and Stones only, but by the Bones of the Dead alfo, 
•^ and Kelicks of Martyrs, have found Means of Covetouf- 
•* nefs : they open the Graves of the Confeflbrs, they take 
*^ out the Kelicks of Saints, and do fell a Touch, or Kife 
•^ of them'*. And Dr. John EdwardSy in Ws Introduc- 
tion to the Kife and Progrefs of Popery y fays, " The 
*' Priefts greateft Profits arife from the Dead: Thefc 
** bring in more Gain than the Livin^\ An ingenious 
Traveller, to the fame purpofe cbferves, that in Italy the 
Dead maintain the Living* The vaft Profit arifing to the 
feveral Popijb Churches and Fraternities by thefe Kelicks, 
have frequently occafioned long and (harp Quarrels and 
Law-fuits between the Merchants of thefe Wares, as well 
for the Propertyij as the PofTeffion of them. Thefe Conten* 
tions have been fo fierce, and the Parties concerned To 
obftinate in their feveral Claims, and often of the felf fame 
Relicks, that they have not only mangled, but at length 
made Monfters of thefe ^m^jlatSp ; fome of their Saints 
having two Heads, others three Arms, and the like: 

Much 
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Much of the fame Nature with their vile Abufc of the 
Ctofs, concerning which, ErafmuSy the Harbinger ot the 
Reformation, fays, " That if all the Fragments of Wood, 
** fhown for the true Crofs of CHRIST, were gathered 
^^ togethei) they would load a Ship''. Thus mad are 
they upon their Idols. 

IT is a forrowfiil Thing, and even a Reproach to 
Chriftianity, to find, by Ecclcfiaftical Hiftory, the Pri- 
mitive Fathers, many of them at leaft, advancing fo much 
towards this Superftition, by their exceffive Veneration 
for the Memory and Sepulchres of Martyrs and Saints^ 
their too great Credulity of what was reported of Mi- 
racles being wrought, and Vifions feen at their Graves : 
Even St. Aufiin himfelf has thcfe Words, " Who dare 
" deny that GOD, by facred AJhes^ Bones y and the 
*^ other Relicks of the Saints, works the fame Sort of 
" Miracles, as were performed by Paulas Handkerchief, 
« Eliflba's dead Body, ^c'\ And Jeromy in the Opi- 
nion of ErafmuSy was very abufive to VigilantiuSy for op- 
pofing the Honour paid to the Relicks of the Saints. The 
Cloud was then indeed no bigger than a Man^s Hand, 
but in a few Ages it covered the Heavens with Blacknefs. 
One of the firft Steps to this Superfticion, was the Co^ijc" 
crating the Places where the Martyrs, or any eminent 
Saints were i^nw J, calling them Altars. At thefc Altars, 
the Chriftians kept their Vigils ; thither in the day time, 
efpecially on fct days, they would repair to offer their 
Sacrifices, as they called them ; that is. Prayers, making 
Vows, Oblations, and even Celebrating the Sacraments : 
But this piece of Devotion being found chargeable and 
troublefome, efpecially for thofe who lived at a diftauce ; 
they proceeded to tranflate the Bodies of Martyrs and 
Saints, at leaft fuch as they called fo, to their Temples, 
or built Churches fcr them. The Emperor Confiantincy 
in his devout Zeal, ^egan this Praftice : for Jerom tells 
us, that he tranfported the Indies of Andrew^ LukCy and 
S'imotbyy to Conftantinople : And the Emprefs Conftantiay 
as Agrippa beforcnamed tells us, fcnt to Gregory the i /, 

C tor' 



1 2 ^be Merchandife of 

for the Head oi St. Paul^ or fome ptrt <^ his Body, to be 
interred at St. Paur% Church in Cmftantint^h. And tho 
common People following thefe Examples^ would not (u& 
fer the Bones of the n-imitive Saints to reft in their 
Gra^^s, but took them up, and carried them from Place to 
Place : And when they built and dedicated a Church to 
any of the Apoftles, primitive Bifliops, or other Martyrs, 
if it were poflible they would get either the entire Boidy, 
or at leaft fome Member, to be there interred with great 
Solemnity, whatever it coft them : for the Original Owners 
and Poneflbrs at length grew fo cimning, as to (et a 
good Price upon thele ^Ji^m : in particular, as EGcte<- 
fiaftical Hiftory informs as, St. Auftinh Body, when tran** 
dated from Hippo to Sardima, was purchased at a Huf§*- 
dred Takftts of Silver , and a talent of Goli^ which makes 
40375 Pounds, Sterling Money '^. 

THIS brought on thoTe fuperftitious Pilgrimages to 
Jerufahmy Romt, Confiantinoplij and other holy Places, 
as they called them. Dr. Burnet in his Hiftory before* 
mentioned tells us, '* That there were believed to be a 
^' hundred tboufand Pilgrims at one time on a Jubilee at 
" the Tomb of Thomas Becket in Camerhury*\ 

THE 5th Council of Carthage , Canon the 4th, ap- 
pointed cxprefly, " That no Altar ikould be built, with- 
« out the Relicks of fome Martyr". And the Council rf 
^rent did in exprcfs Terms decree, " Such Pilgrinuges 
" to the Sepulchres, and in Memory of Saints, to asJc 
^^ and obtain their Help, are godly aiid ^religious, and to 
'^ be much ufed of Chriftians'^ and no wonder, fiocc it 
brought in fb much Gain to the Crafts-men ; for they 
took Care to manage thefe Pilgrimages to great Advan-^ 
tage many Ways, to mention but three. 



■^^"'•''■^^^"^••^••i^-^'wnPBW**— w 



* This among other innumerabklnftaaces, is an Imitation af 
the Superftition of the gneienr Rm«««/, who frequomcly p«rchiM 
and tranflated Foreign Oeds Co Rj^mi : The Statue otJ^k W4S par- 
thafed at 2906* /. 10/. Stcrl. That of Merfury at 3 2 ap /• $ /. 4 i^ 
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Firfiy The Offer iffgs made to the Shrine, and in Ho- 
iKMir <i(F the ^©fi* of the Place, were very valuable. 37?e 
Author but now namedy in the fame Book, acquaints m, 
7 That the Annual Oblations at Beckett Tomb, amounted 
to near a tboufdnd Popnds Sterling ; and that King Li^wis 
the feventh of France came over in Pilgrimage to it, and 
ofltred a Stone, reckoned to be the richeft in Europe : So 
that this Shrine grew to be of ineftimable Value ; for 
when it came to be broken by Henry the VIIL the Gdd 
of it was fo heavy, that it filled two Chefts, which took 
eight Men a piece to carry them out of the Church. 

Secondly^ THERE being, as has been obferved upon 
thefc Solemnities, a great C^courfe of People, (fuppofed 
to come from a Principle of Devotion) the Priefts had a 
fine Opportunity to put oflf their Purgatory Majfes^ and 
lytber Popijh Wares, and even forced the deluded Votaries 
to buy them. 

SThirdlyy A N.D to mention no more ^ upon thefe Oc- 
cafiofis alfo thefe Sharpers would ask Alms for the Poor^ 
flfid then take it for tbemfehes^ under the Notion of their 
own Vow of perpetual Poverty. For thefe Reafons this 
Superftition became fuch a Noli we tangere^ that Perfons 
have been gtievoufly perfecuted, and even to Deaths for 
only d4ciariog againft this FoUy. 

M R. Fox in his Martytohgy gives many Inftances of 
this kind. One fFilliam Sweeting put to Death, for 
faying to his Wife, ^baf it would be better for ber to 
tarn at bome^ and attend upon ber Bufinefs, than to go 
upon Pilgrimages. Ifabel Merwyn was alfo put to Death 
for faying, i^e would go no more upon Pilgrimages wbih 
Jbe livedo for all Saints (fays (he) are in Heaven ; with 
many others, as I find them cited by IVilkt in his Synop^ 
fis Papifmi. 

I my felf being at Coruna in Sp^^ in the Year itfpy, 
(aw more than an hundred Men and tVomen^ paifing thro' 

C % that 
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that City on a Pilgrimage, to the Shrine of fome noted 
Kotnijh Saint, at two or three hundred Miles Diftattce 
from their own Habitation. 

T H E R E is fcarce a Church of any Note or Figure 
in all the Komijh Countries, but pretends to have, and 
at proper Seafons to expofc th^Kelich of fome Saint; 
and the Council of Mtlan prefcribe certain Rites to be 
obferved in fhcwing thofe Relicks, in order to excite the 
Faithful to the Veneration of them. 

W E have already noted, that the Pretence of Mira- 
cles wrought, and Vifions feen at the Sepulchres of the 
Saints, was one thing that gave Rife to this Superftition, 
and was alledged by the Romijh Church in their Jufti- 
fication : But Icaft thefe forged Miracles, or lying Won- 
ders, (hould multiply too much, the Council of Milan 
Enaft, " That there be no new Miracles publiflied or 
admitted, no new Relicks received, without the Know- 
ledge and Approbation of the BiJhop*\ And the Coun- 
cil of Latsran fays, ** It muft be with the Authority 
" and Approbation of the Kotnan Pontiff '\ That thefc 
KelickSy or the moft of them, were counterfeit and forged, 
is moft certain, and Numbers of them have been detefted 
and found to be the vileft of Impoftures. This is a Fafl: 
fo notorious, that many learned, well-difpofed Men of 
their own Church, have been afliamed of it : And there- 
fore Pope Innocent the third decrees. That " Prelates 
** fliculd not fuffer thofe who come to their Churches to 
** Wcrfhip, to be deceived with falfe and feigned Relicks, 
*^ as the Cuftom has been in divers Phces for Lucre 
^ Sake*'. But alas ! this Decree fignified little ; for 
Dr. Burnet in his travels tells us. That the Popes of the 
two laft Centuries have fprung fuch a Mine of Relicks 
in the Catacombs of Rome^ as will fupply that Church 
with an inexhauftible Magazine of Bones. 

AND Mr. Monroe y who likewifc was at Rome, and 
viewed tho.fe Mortuaviy Caves, acquaints us. That forac 

Authors, 
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Authors^ efpecially the Advocates forRelicks, will have 
them made by the Primitive Chriftians i adding, That 
in the Times of Perfecution they lived, held their AiTem* 
blies, and laid up the Bodies of Martyrs and ConfciTors 
in them. This, lays the fame Author, is the Account 
that prevails atRom^, and conlequent to it^ there are 
Men kept conftantly at work in them. 

A S foon as thofe Labourers diCcover a Repofitory, 
with any of the Marks of a Saint about it. Intimation 
is given to the Cardinal Treafurer, who immediately fends 
Men of Probity and Reputation to the flace. Where 
they find a Palm painted or engraven, or the Cypher 
X. p. which is commonly read. Pro Cbrifto, or a {mall 
round Projeliion in the Side of the Gallery, a little be- 
low the Repofitory ; what is within it^ is earned to the 
Palace ("there to be difpofed of for the beft Advantage :) 
Many is£ thefe ProjeQions we have feen open with Pieces 
of the Vtals in them : The Glafs indeed was tinftured, 
and ^tis pretended that in thefe Vials was conferved the 
Bhod of the Martyrs, which was thus laid up nigh their 
Bodies^ towards their Heads^ to diftinguiOi them from 
thofe of the others^ that were not called to the Honour 
of laying down their Lives for the Faith of the GofpeL 
But this Opinion is learnedly and efieflually refuted as 
well by Dr. Burnety in his Travels before-mentioned, as 
Mr. Monroe^ by Arguments and Authorities, too long 
to be inferted in this Effay. 

AND Senior Benciniy a learned Bibliothecary at 
KomCy acknowledged to Mr. Monrocy that the fo famed 
Cypher X. p. pretended and infilled upon, to be the 
Marks of a Martyr, was in Ufe among the Antients 
long before Chriftianicy began. 

A S to the Infcriptions of fome Names at large, and 
Painting found in fome of the Repofitories^ a learned 
Antiquary confefled to Dr. Burnety That the Names 
were modern, and the higheft Antiquity that could be 

afcribed 
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afcribed to the Painting, wft^ 600 Tears : So that both 
thefe learned Travellers agree. That there is no Proof, 
either of the Chriftians building thefe Catac^mhs^ or of 
the Martyrs or ConfeiTors being buried there ; and that 
if they were, it is impoffible to know and diftinguifli 
their Bones from others : And thereupon conclude, that 
thefe Catacombs, were firft the Buryint'^piaces oE the 
Antient Romans, tho' afterwards fome Chriftian Bodies 
might be alfo there laid up f. So that in ill Probability 
the Bones even of the Roman HXavis, or at leaft thote 
of the meaner Sorr, are now fet in Silver and Gold, with 
a great deal of other coftly Garniture, and fent over the 
VTotld, to feed a Superftiticxi that is is blind is it proves 
Ejitpenfive. 

IT is very natural to fuppofe. That even among thefe 
fuperftitious Wodhippers themfelves, fome would be un« 
der a Concern leaft they Ihould be miftaken in the Otjeif 
c( their Devotion : But for the Eafe of fuch fcrupulous 
Confcicnccs, the Council of JMifan declares. That ** he is 
^^ guilty of no Sin that woHhips the Rellck of one Saint 
" for another" : And to complcat the Matter they &y, 
** Tho' the Rclicks worihippcd Ihould appear to be no 
« Saint at all, yet the Worlhipper is innocent '^ Thus at 
length was this Myftery of Iniquity finllhed. And thus 
viJe has Rome Papal, that Mother of Harlots, made 
her felf with the Dead Bodies of Men ; and her ftately 
Temples, or Edifices, which ought to be Houfes of 
Prayer, for the Reception and Entertainment of true and 
fpirimal Worfliippers, are like to painted Sepulchres, full 
^ dead Mens Bones, and all t/ncleannefs. Mat. xxiiL 17. 

I now proceed to the fecond Part of the Indiffment^ 
viz. 

THE 



t Th« ftmms Sir Ifau HHft$u is of Opinion, That thefe Cata- 
toAha were the Caves and firft Habitations ot the Aeriiinu of 
Stslj. 
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THE MerchandUe made by this Idolatrous Church 
of Souls fepargti from the Body, 4(/x^f 4f0f M^^r. 

THIS I iball comprehend under three Heads, viz* 
u Omnizafion. 
a. V&ws^ And, 
2* Maps for Smfs in Purgatory. 

I. ttrft. Canonization. The Canonizing o|F 
Saints is defined by BeBarmine^ as he is quoted by Mr. 
/yyUf^ to be, ^ The public Deteraiination and Sentence 
of the Qiurch, whereby M$n that #r# deady are judged 
to be SaiiitSy atid worthy of Honour and Worihip ; as 
^* Co be pray'd unoo^ Temples and Alttrs to be let up 
*^ in their Names, holy Days to be appointed for tbem, 
^* and their Relicts to be adored'^ : And the fame Bei^ 
larmifu fays. That ^^ it appertains only to the P(^ to 
^^ CanmiM a Saint for the whole Church ; and that none 
ought to be acknowledged for Saints, but they that 
are fo Canonized by him ; and that herein the Pop$ 
is of fo Infallibh a Judgoient, that he cannot err in 
Canonizing of Saints, becauie that ordinarily none are 
'^ Canonized, which have not been known to work Mi- 
" racles^'. The lame BeUarmm acquaints us. That 
Lio III- was tiie firft Popo that Canonized n Saint. Thi$ 
blafphemous Power, tiotwithftanding what B^Uarming 
pretends, was fo abufed at length, that fome of the vi- 
Idd oi Mm were fet up for Saints, and worihipped ac- 
cordingly. Even 3^mas Bucket before-named, was Ca« 
nonized by P{ifi$ jikxaMder, under a Pretence that fome 
Miracles were wrought by him ; and the Name of 
the Cathedral Church at Canterbury j was altered from 
Cbrifi^s Omrcb to St. Thomas B€€hfs : And yet at the 
fame time, the Sorifomfts f maintaiuod, in their publick 
Difputes, Hs was j^fily Omdimmd ftr KehUion : and 

there** 
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therefore his Shrine was put down in the Reim df Henry 
Vin. and his Bones butnt by Order of the Lord Ctom^ 
wiU. Agrippa before-named fays, " There are many 
•* that held heretical Opinions, who were counted in the 
*^ Canon of Saints**. Bonnaventure^ who was guilty of 
Blafphemy, in afcribing the Work of Salvation to the 
Virgin Mary, as may be feen in his Ladies Pfaltery is 
one of the Popijb Saints. This, with much more to the 
fiime purpofe, may be feen at large in the Synopfis Pa^ 
pi/mi, before-mentioned* 

K O R is this Trade of making of Saints yet given 
over ; no .Century paiTes, but feveral new Saints are 
•dded to the Popijh Calendar. And it is not to be 
fuppofed, that the Roman Pontiff will make fo valuable 
a Ftefent as that of a new Saint, to any of the Churches 
or religious Orders for nothing : This, like the antient 
Freedom among the Romansy muH be purchafed with a 
crcat Sum. At the fame Time, the Popes Brokers don't 
itick at the Price ; fince they are fure of making their 
Mdney again of the Shrine, with great Advantage ; for 
as Dr. Edwardsy in his Treatife of tbe Idolatry of the 
Church of Rome, obferves, " A new Saint at firfl, and 
** fo for a confiderable Time, gets the better jof all the 
" reft.** D. A. Ga^in before-mentioned fays. The Sum 
fettled by the Pope for the making a Saint ^ is One bun* 
dred thoufand Crowns. 

2. Secondly, A fecond Branch of the Merchandife 
made by the Church of Rome of the Souls of Men, is 
the making and paying of Vows to Saints^ or fuch as 
are Canonized by the Pope. 

t HAVING hinted at fomething of this Super- 
fticion already, under the Heads of Relicks and Pilgri* 
mages, I fhall fay the lefs here ; not but that it vefy 
well deferves to be infifted on^ and expofed. 

THIS 
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THIS Piece of Idolatry is a Branch of that Adora- 
tion, which the Church of Rome fay is due to Saints, in 
thefe Words, " Vows may be made to Saints properly 
•* as unto GOD, tho* not altogethci? in the fame man-» 
** ner*\ And they are encouraged to that Degree, thar^ 
contrary to a]l Laws, divine and humane^ Husbands are 
deprived of the Power of hindering their Wives from 
making them. 

THE Matter of thefe Vows is varioCis, according to 
the Huihour or Condition of the Perfons that make 
them. One will vow to go a Pilgrimage to fome Saint^ 
or hdy Place 1 Another, to enter into fuch a Religious 
Society, or do fuch a piece of Service, for the Honour of 
the Church : Others again, to offer a Sum of Money, or 
fuch a particular Prefent to this or that Saint, Image, So^ 
ficty, or pious Ufe. 

A N D as the making thefe Vows, is vcty much re* 
commended by the Doftors of the Romijb Church; fo 
the Performance of them as rigidly infifled on by the 
Confeffors, who to that End, diligently inquire, among 
other ThingSj of the Perfons that come to be GDnfeffed, 
What Vows they art under, and how they have been 
complied with ; and thofe of them that are not origi-^ 
nally for Money, may be changed into a pecuniary Mu/ff, 
and fo matte Merchandife. 

B U T we (hall fee a much greater Abomination than 
thi^ in the Chambers of the Komijb Imagery. 

3. 5tbirdlyp 1 proceed therefore to the third and laft- 
Branch of the Merchandife made of Souls departed by 
the Church of Romey which I propofed to fpeak to, vix!: 
iht Redeeming Souls out v of Purgatory y by the Help o£ 
Majfes^ Prayers, and Indulgences. 

D THId^ 
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THIS is generally reckoned to be the deep^ Cor- 
ruption, and the moft profitable Invention that ever 
that Church was guilty of • and fo peculiar to Kow^ 
Papain That Mr. IViUet obferves. No other Church in 
Chriftendom, eten the moft erroneous, has ever taken it 
up ; And the Prophct^s Charge againft idolatrous Ifrael 
may be here firJy apply'd, ^hey have fepatatei, th§mfflv€S 
to that Shame *. 

THE Pope*s P«rj^^fw7, for fo it may properly be 
called, is defined by the Komijb Church, to be *^ a ccr- 
*^ tain infernal Place in the Earth called Purgatory, m 
*• the which, as in a Prifon-houfe, thofe who were not 
^' fully purged in this Life, are fully cleanfed and pur- 
*• gcd by Fire, before they can be received into Hea- 
^ ven'*. 

I T is not to be wondred at, that this Monftcr ftuck 
fo long in the Birth : for tho* it was in a fort cbnceiVed 
by the MopikSj between the fourth and Jixth Centuries y 
^nd in the following Ages formed and fafhioned by the 
JBi/hops and Popes of Rome ; yet it was not perfe&ly 
delivered till the Year 1439 ; and then this damnable 
Doftrine was made an Article of Faith by the Council 
of Fhrenciy and he was curfed to Hell that did not be- 
lieve it. 

I N the nei^ Century ^ the Council of Jrent eftabliflied 
It yet further. The Words of the 19^^ Article of the 
^rent Creed arc, *• I do ftcdfaftly believe that there isr 
** a Purgatory^ and that the Souls therein detained arc 
•' helped by the Prayers of the Faithfbr'. 



THE third Canon of the Council of Srent, Ana- 
thematizes all thofe who fay^ the Sacrifice of the Mafs. 

pro- 
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profits only him that take^ ic, and that It ought not to 
be offered for the Sdtisfadion of the Sins of the Living 
and the Dead. BeUarmine indeed tells us. That th^ 
DoSrine mail be underftood only of Venial ^n^, and noc 
fuch as are Mortaly for the latter he grafts fend Men t^ 
Hell direaiy. 

ONE great Point yet remained ; and that was to 
make this wondeiful Power of delivering Souls out of 
Purgatory, a PrerogatiDCy or peculiar to the See of Kome^ 
gnd fix it in the Pope, that fo the Profits might all cen*^ 
tre with bim. Thereupon the Canonifts and great Doc- 
tors of that Church declare, ^^ That Bifliops and 6thet 
f ' inferior Priefts cannQt apply Indulgences to the Dead ; 
" it belongs only to the PQpfi^\ AiAOng others, Jobath' 
nes An^lus affirms, " The Souls in Purgatory are under 
'* the rope's Jurifiliftion '' ; and Fathet Alexander ^ in 
his 5**^ Tome, Title Indulgences^ (ays, Non vivis folum 
fed etiam defunlfis. frofmt Jndnlgentiae e Summo Potv 
cifice, fro iltorum levamine coneejfce iUif^ue fpeciaPim a^ 
fJicafa. 

THyS the Romjb Church at length cftablifhed 
the Dodrine of Purgatory in all . the feveral Articles of 
it« Having dcme this ; The next Thing was to i^t up 
a Jrade upon this Foundation, and to nake Merchan<» 
dife of it, for that was the main Thing defigned ail 
along. Hereupon the Bifhops, Priefts, and Religious 
of all Orders, were fet to work, to draw in the fuper^ 
ftitious People to purcbafe thefe Maffes, Prayers, 6?^. 
at fuch Rates, as they were pleafed to fet ^ upon them^ 
in order to redeem the Souls o(^ their Anceftors, Children, 
and other Friends, out of Purgatory. This Work was 
foon accomplifhed, and the great Point quickly gained, 
thro' the Craft and Delufion of the Pope's Agents : for 
the Ifbrld in thofe Ages, asf it was prophcfied, wondred 
after the Beaft^ and being given up, Sacro fanSfa D^i Ira, 
to ftrong Delufions, they believed Lies. The Merchants 
9nd Chapmen of Koine, like Locufis, fwarmed all over 
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the Chriftian World, and with the greateft Impudence, 
tho* under the Cloak of Piety and Compalfion to Souls, 
bartered away thefe G)intnodities, for that which was 
much better. Money, Lands, or ^y Thing elfe of value 
they could get. 

THIS wretchedTrade was carried on with (o muchFraud 
and Wickednefs, for fo many Ages, that ^tis impoffible, 
as Bifliop Burnet obferves, to read the Account of it, 
without both Amazement and Indignation. And yet out 
of this very Eater, at length there came forth Meat ; 
for the infamous Sale of Indulgences from Pope Leo the X. 
in Saxony y was the very Thing, which firft difgufted La- 
tber againft the Church of Komey and happily engaged 
him in the glorious Reformation. 

OUR Englijb Hiftories and LtvuO'Books fumilh us 
with very authehtick Proofs and Inftances of the inde&* 
tigable Pains, infatiable Avarice, and vile Frauds of thefe 
Purgatory Merchants. How they would foUicit, and even 
fometimes force Men and Women, living or dying, to de- 
vote or give away (iich a Part of their Eftates bx this 
pious Ufe of redeeming Souls out of Purgatory f. This 
at length, as an ingenious Man obferves, infpired them 
with that inhuman Cruelty and Barbarity, as made 
them defire the Death of all Men. This Remark con^ 
firms that Latin Verfe quoted by the famous John 
Hufsy in one of his Sermons, fpeaking of the Avarice 
of the Prieftsy and the Gain they make of Purgatory 
Majfes. 

De Morbo Medicus gaudety de Morte Sacerdos. 

NOR 



t The Pt^t'lhSptdd btld at DUmper in UndLa^ Anno 1 599, among 
other Decrees Enads, '^ That all fuch as die worth 3000 Fsmitis^ 
** and have Ith nothing for a certain Number of Purgatory Mafr 
*' fcSf fhall have fo much taken out of their Eftates, before the 
** Divifion among the Keirs, to be applied lor the Ufe aforefaid**; 
f^s* Ccddfii^ iiiftory of chat Synods P^gt a6o. 
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NOR were they kinder to one another ; for at the 
Deaib of Clergymen^ the Pop^ challenged for himfclf all 
their Eftates that were raifed out oj: the Revenues of 
the Church ; fo that a rich Clergyman could no foonet 
fall iick^ but the Papers Collectors were gaping about 
him for his Goods, and fet Guards prefently about his 
Houfe : That by this, Bijhops have been dcferted upoa ' 
their Death-beds, and famijhed for want of Meat to 
©at*. 

THE firft Thing thefe fpiritual Faftors laid their 
Hands on for Returns to Rome^ was the Money and mo^ 
veable ^reafure of the Nation ; but they could not Hop 
here, they had their Eye upon the folid Efiate of the 
Kingdom, in order to make a ^hand-Bank of thefe new 
Bills : liiis alfo (to the Shame of our Anceftors be It 
ipoken) was foon effected, and a great Part of the S'erre 
of England, beftowed upon religious Houfes, or for fomc 
pious life, as it was called, upon no other Confideration^ 
thaii a certain Number of thefe Indulgences for the Re- 
demption of Souls out of Purgatory. This, Bifhop 
Burnet, in his Expofition of the Articles of the Church 
of England, N**. 22, fays, wasexpreflfed in the very Deeds 
of the Land : And he further obferves, that thefe £n« 
dowments, thro' the Profofenefs the World was then 
wrought up to by the Subtilty and vile Praftices of the 
Komijfh Clergy, increafed to fo vaft a Degree \ that if 
the Parliament of England had not by fcveral l^a-- 
tutes of Mortmain reftrained this crying Abufe,^ the very 
G)nftitution of the Nation might in Time have been 
fubverted, and the ^temporalities wholly fubjefted to 
the Spirituality, and in time the People have been all 
Tenants or Farmers to the Clergy. For which Reafon, 
he is clear in the Point -, That the States and Princes of 
Chrillendom were at full Liberty, upon the Dilcovery of 

thefe 
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thefe Impoftures, to vfAi all the Endowments that had 
followed upon them, and either to apfdy them to better 
Ufts, or to reftore them to the Families from which thcj^ 
had been drawn, if that had been prafUcable, or to con-' 
vert them to any other Ufe. Thus that learned Man. 

THIS Rule was notably put in Pra&ice by our 
King Henry the VTII**', with the Advice .and Affiftance 
of thofe two famous Worthies, fbemas CromweU Earl of 
JSJfcx, and Archbifhop Cr^7i7i7f^r. 

IT muft be acknowledged, that through the tender 



vifitcd fo many of the Nations at the Reformation, ihi 
Riches of this Merchandife we are treating of, in one 
Hour^ zs the Prophetical Hirafe is, ca^e to nought in 
die Proteftant Countries ; (b that no Man, i. €. no wifr 
Many no good Proteftant, would buy of it any more. Rev. 
xviii. IX. Yet alas! there are Millions that continue^ 
and it is to be feared willingly, to be irapofed on, and 
cheated with thefe Wares, even to this Day : he this ia 
an Iniquity that will not be purged from the Ronrijb 
Church till fhe die. 

A modem Traveller, in a Book entituled, J%4 Frauds 
of Komijb Monks and Priefis^ Vol. I. Letter 5. informs 
us, that the Society of the. Souls in Purgatory is the moft 
general Confraternity of ail their religious Orders, as 
belonging to all Churches, and to all Pri^s, as well 
fecular as regular ; and that there is never a VilU^ in 
Jftaly, how Tmall and iaconfiderable foever, which has 
not a Confraternity for the Souls in Purgatory. 

AMONG innumerable other Frauds committed by 
the Priefts in the Sale of thcfe Maifcs to the People, 
recounted by this Author, I (hall fingle out one, and fo 
draw to a Clofe of the Differtation. " *Tis a common 
*^ Praftice, he fays, when any one fends Money to a 
l[ ConveDt, for a hundred Maffes, they content them*- 
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felvcs with finging oncy with the Affiftancc of the 
Deacpa and Sub^Deacon : (*tis the Pmf or Guardian 
*^ of the College that fings) " They call this, a Mafs 
*' y««i, a fohm» Mafs ^^ : and they maintain that on^ 
of thefe Ma^Tes is an equivalent to a great Number of 
common ones. This Stratagem they call, making a Ke-- 
dullion : And tho* Pope Innocent the XL difcountenanced 
this Pradice ; yet he and his SuccelTors indulged them 
in another that ferves the Turn as well, and that is, eele- 
brating a Mafs or two at a privileged Altar y which^ as 
infallibly delivers a Soul out of Purgatory, as a tboufand 
at any other : (this no Proteftant will deny) But thea 
thefe privileged Altars are not obtained from the Pope, 
\yithout great Sums of Money. Thus indeed the Pope 
has outwitted the Priefts ; but the Cheat is ftill the 
fame to the People ; for the Maxim of that Church is^ 
Si Popuhs vult dedpiy decipiatur. 

N O R is this Merdiandife of the Bodies and Souls 
ofMenctrried on only among the ll(?f9ft/!& Countries in 
Euriope ; for the Merchants of myftical Babylon are of 
late opening a Trade with thefe wretched Commodities 
in Iffdia, C^na^ and ctfher Ends of the Earth^. How 
far they may fucceed in their Miifions, and deceive 
the Nations, we know not: but would hope better 
Things for them, and Things that accompany Salvation ; 
(ince God has of late Years ftirred up the Spirit 
of fame of the Pn^eftant Princes of EuropCy particu- 
larly the late King oi Denmark (to his immortal Ho- 
nour) to eftablifli a Proteftant Miffion at ^tiranqaehary 
on the Coaft of Malabar in Indiay to bring thofe poor 
People to the Knowledge of the Truth, and the Obe- 
dience of Faitbi that fo they may be faved. 

AND 
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AND though the firft ♦ Worthies employed in this 
pious Work, the Reverend and Excellent Ziegenhalgh and 
Grmdler^ CApoftoU noftrorum temporumj arc dead in 
the Lord, and Reft from their Labours ; yet the great 
Lord of the Harvefi has thruft forth other Labourers t 
And we underftand by late Letters from thence, that 
the Bleflfed Work is carrying on with great Hopes of 
Succefs* 

H A V I N G now finiflied the Effay I propofcd, I fliall 
difmifs it with the following Rejkffions. And, 

I. Erfty THE making Merchandife of the Souls and 
Bodies of Men, gives us a Specimen of the exquilite 
Policy of the Church of Rome. Merchandifing has aU 
ways been efteemed a Myftery that required a great 
deal of Wifdom to manage it to Advantage; Accor- 
dingly we read of the Prince of Syrus^ that by Wif^ 
dom and Underftanding in Traffick, he got and iti-s- 
creafed his Riches, Ezek. xxviii. 4, j . There was (carce 
any Commodity then in the known World, but what the 
Merchants of ^yre fth^t great Emporium in her Day^ 
traded in, and enriched themfelves by ; as we find at 
large in the Defcription of the Wealth and Trade of 
that City, Chap, xxvii. of the fame Prophet. But neither 
they, nor the wife Men of antient Babylon^ ever dreamt 
of making Merchandife of Ghofts and dead Bodies : this 
was a Referve for myftical Babylon^ and is a Matter*- 
piece of Popery. 

THE Pf inces and States of Europe^ with all their 
Wif<iom, find it difficult enough • to raife and keep up 
their Revenues, by Taxes on the Polls and Eitates 
of their Subjeds while Living ; but the Politicians of 
Kome * have found out Ways and Means for the railing 

in-» 
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iiKtcdibk Sums of Money froqi the Dedii^ fufickm: to 
maiDtaio the Pope with h^ Cardinals, mo^ other Ecck- 
fiftftickf^ ip a Qraadeiv: and Luxury, equal, if not &pe« 
rkHTj to tb^ ckheft Court in JS'fira^ f* But then, 

2. Secondly^ WHAT an amazing €tuih muft the A^ 
poflate Church lie under on the Account of this mer« 
chandifing the Bodies and Souls of Men ? If it be a 
great Impiety, as one obferves, to abufe dead Bodies, es- 
pecially in thofe that b«Ueve„ and look for thek Rdfor- 
regions bow aggravated Hiuft tins Ii>iqaity be, whta 
they are thus w^At the hfiruments of IMMf% ? A» 
h^ .^aftont of the IXvine Majefty^ much of the bxoc 
Nature with what we find idolatrous Ifra$l eba^ed ia 
the Days of Ezekidj Chap, xliii. 7, 8. S$n $f Mam, ti4 
Place if mj ^bfmcy etni iv&m my b^hf Name bm>e tbey 
d^Ueiy w^b tie Cafesjfes of tbeh Kings in tbeir bigb 
Places. 

• 

THIS great Abomination of the Komjb Church has 
been M^ttor of Scaadai to the Chfifiian Name and Re<* 
ligton, even among: leffiJkts. A notable Pfoof of this 
may be found in iBl VoL of the cmtieus LetUrs before- 
mcBtioaed, pag. 40. Father A. ArneJkiy a SpaniJ^ Je- 
fait, in his Letter from SkeeOj dated Jtdy 1700^ in the 
Account be gives of a Fer&cutioti raifed upon the Chri* 
ftians in Co^in'-ebina, takes panieular Notice of the 
Treatment the Kii^ of that QHintry g^ve tbeir Relicks 
(of which feme were entire Booea:) The King taking 
thefe mtp his Hands, and fhewing tb^rn to thcfe of bis 
Country, " Behold ffays be J how far thcfc Chrifiians 
** carry their Impiety^ fo as to difturb the Bones of the 
^^ Dead in their GiatFca, than which what can be more 
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gminm, Chap. 4. fpeaking of the PraCcs anfmS to the ^mijb 
Cfaardi by dhe Doftrinc of Ferget^rj and Kflt$ltf, ealls it, 4efi 
/Mh# qnevif Indie dif 
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** horrible^ Nor is this all, adds be^ for having reduced 
** them to Powder, they afterwards mingle them with 
,•* Potions, or clfe make a Paftc of them, which they 
*' give to the People, and by this means enchant them 
^' to fuch a Degree as to run blindly after them, and 
" embrace their Doftrinc*'. 

ft 

A N D if we furvey the merchandi(ing of Sotthy what • 
a Mafs and Complication of Wickednefs do we Hnd in 
it ? Let it fuffice here only to take Notice of the Fraud 
and Injuftice that runs thro' the whole. Hence it is that 
in the Prophecy of the Apoftate Church, among bthcr 
Crimes found at the Door of myftical Babylony we read 
of her S'heftSy Rev. ix. 21. KKififXArovty in the Plural Num- 
ber, to fignify not only the Multitude of them, but the 
many and various Ways the Komijb Church has of de- 
frauding and cheating the Nations. Thij particular • 
Charge of the Holy Gbofty was doubtlefs defigncd to» 
point out not only the open Violence and Robbery of 
the Bifliops and Popes of RomCy in the Plunders and 
Depredations they have made on their Neighbours, both 
Princes and People, of their Civil Rights and Properties ; 
but likewife their fpiritual and religious Thefts, if I may 
fo call them; fuch as their Sacrilege and Simony y the 
infamous Sale of their Pardons and Indulgencesy and in 
an efpecial manner this merchandifing the Bodies and 
Souls of Men : Every Penny raifed that Way, being a 
notorious Violation of the eighth Commandmenty and 
their Temples or Churches y where this Traffick is in 
a great Meafure carried on, thereby rendred Dens £jf 
ftbieves — . 

3 . S^irdfyy HOW clear and evident does this mer- 
chandifing the Bodies and Souls of Men, among other 
Proofs, make it, that the Komijh Church, with the Pope 
at the Head of it, is that Man of Sin, that wicked one. 
that was to he revealedy of whom the Apoftle, in his Pro- 
phecy of the great Apoflacy of the Chriftian Church, 
gives fo large and particular an Account in his 2 d Epifi . 

to 
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to the ^ef. 11. Chap — Our Protcftant Divines arc ge- 
nerally agreed, that by the Man of Sin here fpoken of^ 
we are not to underftand, as the Papifts would have us 
believe, a Jingle Perfony but a Compages of many^ or a 
Syftem of Men, either exifting together, or mcceeding one 
another. Now among other Signs or Indicia ot this 
Man of Sin or Antichrift, her^ let down by the ^poftle, 
we are told. That bis coming Jbould be mitb aU De^ 
ceivablenefs ofUnrigbtcoufnefs/tvUajfn mat^i rii JfnuAf^ 
Omni Fraude Jnjuftitia, as one of the Criticks has it ; 
Fraude omnis Generis^ all kind of Deceit, as another. 
JniquitaSj fed Myftica^ u e. Pietatis nomine Palliata ; fo 
the ordinary Glofs expoundeth the Place -, an Iniquity 
indeed, but Myfticaly cloaked with the Name of Piety. 
Beza has it, Omni SeduSiione InjuftiticCy Injuftice carried 
on with Subtilty ; Unrighteoufnels covered over with 
Art : or as the :/lpofile eltewhere expreifes it, tbe bidden 
37?ings of Dijhonefiy^ 2 Cor. iv. 2. 

HOW exaaiy does the Pradice of the Romijh 
Church expofed in the £(&y, anfwcr this Prophecy of 
the Apoftle ? For tho' this merchandifing the Bodies and 
Souls of Men be notorioufly Wicked, the Gain of it dif« 
hcneft, and the Buyers cheated and abufed ; yet 'tis all 
difguifed and covered over with a Pretence of Piety, re- 
ligious Worlhip, and the laving of Souls. 

I Corollary. Hereupon we Ihould never fpeak or 
thmk of Popery without an holy Indignation and Ab» 
horrence. If he that touched a dead Body, by the Le^ 
vitical Lam became unclean feven Days ; now putid and 
loath(bme muft myfiical Babylon be at this Day, who 
for fo many Ages has been defiling her felf (ifi a much 
worfe Senfe) with the dead Bodies and Bones of Men ?* 
Again, if Truth and Juftice in Trade, give Honour and 
Reputation to- the Merchant, and on the other hand. 
Fraud and Couzenage in Dealing render Men vile and 
odious ; how deteftable muft Popery appear in the Eyes 
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rf all juft and good Mtn, and the Apoftatc Qrnrch be 
aToided as a common Cheat i 

a OmUttty. With ^h9t Difdain ftould the Propo- 
fcl rf an Umon between Pratefiants and Papifts be rc- 
fefted oh our Part ? It fe indeed Very ftrange, that ever 
any Protcftants (if they may lie caHcd fo,) and^ feme of 
them Divines too, fliould projeft fuch an Umon, and 
argnc for it, as a Thing bothpoflGbic ^nd Uwfal Sure, 
if thefc LaoMvtans had thorowly confidcrcd the Nature 
rf that Idolatry, Nvhich the Kt)mijh Church ftands con-* 
vifled of, and how abfofately ineonfiftcnt with the ftin- 
Aamcntal Truths of the Gofpel, her other damnable Doc- 
trines and Snperftitions are ; they had never thus ilufttt- 
ated between the two Religions, or, as the facred Phrafe 
is, halitd between two Opinions. A Communion of Lig^t 
with DaAnefs, or a Concord between Chrifi and Bettal^ 
may as foon be expefted, as a Union between Prctefiants 
and PapiftSy fo long as they adhere to their rcfpeftivc 
Principles and Worfmp *. Very awful and dccifivc are 
thofe Words of the third Angel^ Rev. xiv. 9. and follow- 
ing Verfcs, If Any Man worfinp the Beafi^ and bis /- 
fnan^ and receive his Mark in bis Forehead^ or in bis 
Handy tie fame Jhall drink of tie Wine of the Wrath of 
GODy ana the Smoak (f their torment afcendeth up for 
ever and. ever. Upon wMch Place Mr, Durham^ that 
ludicipus Expofitor, lays down this Affertion, " That a 
<* Papift living and dyiM accordmg to the complex 
^ Ptinciples of the Doftnne and Worftiip that is fol^ 
^ lowed in Popety, cannot be laved, nor cxpcft Jufti- 
«< iication before GOD''. 

4. Fourthly^ WE hence learn, whatbrutilh Folly and 
Infatuation, even JNT^io^J may be guilty of, if COD leave 

them 
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riiem to walk in their own Ways. It is indeed % very 
amazing Thing, and what the Heavens may be afto* 
niflied at, That not only the common People of fo many 
polite Nations, (as France^ Spaifty and Itafyy with a 
great Part of Germany y tec.) but their Princes and No-- 
Uesy their wife Men and Sebelarsy their rich and grea^ * 
Meny (houid for fo many Ages, one after another^ fu& 
fer themfelves to be thus grouy guIlM and abufod, and 
not fee thro* the Cheat to this Day : or to ofc the Pro- 
{diet's Phrafe (in the like Cafe) that they fhould fo long 
JeeA tf AJbeSy and not he able to deliver (heir Soul^ or 
fayy Is there not a Lye in my right Handy Ifa. xliv. 20. 
En! quoDehfio Rom^, Gentes perduxit miferas ! But 
the Apoftie has accounted for this very Thing, in his 
Prophecy and Defoription of Antichrift, or the Man of 
Sin^ 2 Tbef. n. 10^ 11. Beeaufe they received not the Lave 
of the Truth y that they might he favedy and bad Plea* 
jure in Unrigbteoufnefs ; pr this Caufe God JhaU fend 
tbem ftrong Delnfions that tbeyjhould believe a Lye. 

Corollary. HOW great and diftinguifliing then 
was the Mercy of God to thofe Nations ot EuropSy who 
were deliver^ from the damnable Delufions of Po-* 
pcry, at the Time of the Bkffed Kefirmation. The 
everiafting Gofpcl indeed, according to the Vifion of 
^ohn the DMney Rev. Chap. xiv. was then preached by 
one Angei after another f, to every Nation and Kindred^ 
and Tongue and Pec^le, that dwelt on the Earth, (i/e. 
throughout all Q>riftendom ; ) but alas i they did not all 
obey the Gofpel, and come out of Babylon : Britainy 
HoUandy a great Fftrt of Germany and Switzerlandy with 
Genevay Swedeny Denmarky and fomc other Countries, 
were taken^ while France^ SpaiOy Italy y with the greateft 
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t By thofe Angels, ^t. Durham^ and many other Expofirors 
underfiand, Lntber^ZmPglmftMeUnffb^m.JufMs Jmss, Cfff/4##itf«/, 
ice, who firft began to preach up the Neceifity of a Reformation: 
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Part of Germmyy and many other Nations, were left t<y 
wallow in the Filch and Mire of Popery, and are pe* 
rifhing in Antichriftian Darknefs even to this Day. 
Doubtlefs, there were many Things in Providence that 
concurred with, and were fubfervient to this Difcrimi- 
nation or Severance which the Gofpel then made among 
the Nations; but finally the Reafon of it muft be re- 
folved into the good Pleafure and free Mercy of God. 
How comes it", fays a great Divine * , That this 
Iflani^ meaning GnauBritainy glories in a Reforma- 
tion, and Spain fits ftili in Darkne(s ? Is it becaufe 
" we were better than they^ or lefs engaged in Anti- 
^' chriftian Delufions ? by no Means : No Nation in 
^^ the World drank deeper, of the Cup of Abominaticms 
^' than this ; and therefore no other Account can or 
" oughtxto be given of this Difpenfation, than what 
*' our blefied Saviour renders, for the hiding the My*. 
^^ fteries of Salvation from fome, and revealing them 
** to others^ Even fo Father ^ for fo it feemed good in tby 
i' Sight, Mat. xi. 25,25''. 

5. Fifthly^ WE may hence fee fometbing of the 
Glory of the Spirit of Prophecy, and the divine Ori- 
ginal of the Apocalypfe, in revealing this Myftery of 
Iniquity (treated ot in the £fl^) fo many hundred 
Tears before ever it appeared. The Pre-vifion and re- 
vealing of future Events, more efpecially the Times and 
Changes that are to pafs over the Church of God, and 
among the Nations, long before they come on, is a Pre- 
rogative,* which the Omnifcient God appropriates to 
himfclf, in very awfiil Terms, Ifa. xli. 23, Shew the 
SThings that are to come hereafter , that we may know 
that ye are Gods. Chap. xlvi. 9, 10. / am God, there 
is none like me, declaring the End from the Beginnings 
and from antient ^imes the SHsings that are not yet 

don^ 



*' Dt.Omen^ in a Sermon intituledi AViJim tf nmhengeMhh fie9 
Uerty^ 



Bodies and Souk of Men. 33 

Jone--^ yoWs Baniihment into PattnoSy is generally 
placed in the XIV*** Year of the Emperor Domitiany 
>vhich falls in \trith the Tear of our Lord 961 And yet 
how plainly and exprefly does that Spirit, who fearch- 
cth all Things, yea, the aeep Things c^ God, fliew unto 
his Servant jobfiy this merchandifine the Souls and Bo- 
dies of Men, which, as we have obierved, was not folly 
compleated till the 15^^ Century : But a tboufand Tears 
are as a Day with the Lord, and accordingly the Event 
cxaftly anfwered the Prophecy. 

6. Sixthly y THIS merchandifing the Bodies and Souls 
of Men fliows, of what abfolute NeceiSty it is for 
Churches and Chriftians to make the Word of God^ the 
only Rule of F^ith and Worihip. 

THE early Degeneracy, and after Apftacy of the 
Chriftian Church, has been all along matter of Wonder^ 
and is not eafily accounted for. The Primitive Fathers, 
in the Writings they have left us, complain of Pride^ Co- 

^ vctoufnefs and Ambition, efpecially in the Bifhops and 
Paftors, as the great Cauife of it : But by the beft Judg-* 
ment I can make from the Nature of the Thing itfelf, 
and the Hiftory of thofe Times, no one thing proved of 
fuch fatal Confequence to the pure Faith and Worihip of 
the Primitive Chriftians, as their fwerving or declining from 

. the Scriptures y and not continuing fteajaftly in the Apo- 
filers DoSirine. Had the Churches been mindful of the 
Words fpoken to them by the holy Prophets, and of 
the Conunandment of the Apoftles, and touched every 
new Do&rine and Ritual, by the Law and the S'eftimony ; 
they had not been fo eafily impofed on by thofe falfe 
Teachers ^that arofc quickly after the Death of the A- 
poftles/ Men that corrupted the Word of God with 
their own Inventions and bold Additions : and great Strefs 
was laid on ^raditions^ pretended to be from the Apoftles ; 
(b that at len^h the Church forfook the Guide of her 
Youth, and then no Wonder her Houfe inclined to Death, 
and her Paths to the Dead. A Multitude of Exrors and 
" 5u^ 
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Sapcrflidons, one dfter another^ (imd among tire reft^ tbc 
Pa^Jb Rdicks and Pilgrimages^ with the ciirfed Dodrinc 
of Purgatory, treated of in the EiTay) crept in and de« 
. ftroyed the Purity and Power <£ that Faith and Worfliip 
once, delivered to the Saints. 

THESE Things were firft introduced and man^d 
more Qwertfyy by Men of Subtilty and Dcfign, that 
walked in Craftinefs, and liandled the Word of God 
deceitfully : But afterwards the jffifliops of Ram$ car- 
ried the Work on more openly y and with the utmofl 
Impudence, afliiining to themfclves and their Councils^ 
the fole Power of judging what, or which was Scripture, 
and accordingly took, upon them to alter and to amend 
the Scriptures ; and determbed that the Scriptures were 
not fufficient without Tradition ; and that Apoftolical 
Traditions were of equal Anthority with the Writings 
pf the Apoftles : And yet ail tUs. would not ferre t£e 
Turn, fo long as the Fountain was: kept open, and Chri«^ 
fti^s could hare Recourfe to the .Bible^ and thereby di& 
<brn the vile Abufes put upon them. And thereftm in 
eider to compleat the Ruin of the PrimitiTc Faith atid 
Worihip, the Romijb Church at length took away the 
Key of Knowledge, and forbid the Common Peopk the 
Readily of the Scriptures, upon this ialfe Principle (among 
others) that Ignorance is the Mother of Devotion f. 

THIS great Iniquity <^ the Church oi Rof»e^ luis 
been matter of Offence to fome, even of thdr own Com^ 
munion ; particularly the famous Father ^uifml^ who» 
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t Th^ Council o^Thm/wfif Anno i as9» ftrt£Uir forbid the Laity 
the Ufe of any Books of the Holy Scripture, except the PfiUmt, 
and they are forbidden in the vulgar Tongue. HiwePs View of 
the fmtificMte. At this Day in SfsN^ P^im^si^ ftmfyf and fbme other 
Icpiih Countries, (wbert theMeschandiTeof Bodios amtSonla 99 
principally carried on) a Layman cfii5Qr have a Sii^iahis Hoofis 
without a Licence firom the JifKop, or Parilh-FrieiL lo Spsim, 
very few of the Clergy have the Bihie in their Houfesi and in gene- 
ral, they call it a B§$k $f Herefiis. Gavin. 
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In his mimkAlk ftb$f$$^ puUiflied tfaouc twMt'9 Tints 
fince^ \vith gfcat Eameftnefs^ declares againft forbidding 
C^iftians the Reading of the Holy Scriptures, efpecially 
the Go&ei^ or keeping it clofe and bound up in an un« 
1cn6wn Tongucj, as a moft heinous Sit)* Hk iPhra^ inl 
EngUfli is, ^^ Thai itey who are guilty of it, do, in 
•* Eflfea, ihut the Mouth of Chrift againft the People '\ 
But this with many other C^thodox and pious Propofi^ 
lions were condenined at 'Slmm^ by the Bull UHigenifus^ 
tha^t makes fiach an Eclat uk¥raiH$ at this Day. 

I ihall now conclude the whole with tbis oM Kt^ 
mark, Ihat notlung contributed more to the bleded Re- 
fermation from Popity, than the f reflating and Printini 
ihcSibh in thefereral Language of the Nations ^, and 
rcftocing the freeUfe of the Scriptures to the People. And, 
as one of the mdn Bulwarks ot the Proteftant Churches, 
Is their declaring thp Scriptcuxs to be not only a fufficient, 
l^ut the only Rule of Faith and Worlhip ; fo we ma v 
humbly hope. That while thev walk according to this 
RuJe^ under the Care and Leadmg of the Great Sbe^herdj 
tbcy will be kept from Falling, and preferved Blamele($ 
CO thepMOii^ of our Lord jefus Cbrifti to whom be 
Glory Sox era: aod ^cr. Amen. 
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* BcfS^re die laveatipn of FriaHng, which was about Avm^^io. 
a Mit writ fiiir on Velum or Parchment* coft 400 Crowns $ and 
ttpon the fiifl Iaipc«Bion, they were fi>ld for 4 Ciowdi apece, and 
M knph bt one. Scs ^MIMk^l Trm^lriHm^ and 0rj|rd!ra 
Mfiory of the Re/iraaN/io iolii^^ 
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WOKS Sold hy Jos. Downing, in BartbcK 
lomew-Clofe, near Weft-Smithfield. 



A Short Refutation of the principal Error^i of the 
Church of Rome : Whereby a Proteftant of a 
mean and ordinary Capacity may be enabled to de- 
fend his Religion againfi the mofi fubtle Papifh '■ 

A Dialogue betwixt a Protefiant Minifter, and a 
Romifli Prieft : Wherein is fliewed, That the Church 
of Rome is not the only true Church \ and that the 
Church of Ef^land Is a found Part pf the Catholicfc 
Church of Chrift. By the Author of the Husband^ 
mans Mami4* 

Popery difplay'd : Or, the Church of Rome defcribed 
in its true Colours* Being a faithful Defer iption of 
the Romiffli Religion, and Comparifon of it with the 
Reformed: Shewing the Proteftant Reh'gion to be the 
liife Way to Heaven, and that o^ Rome the moift unlafe 
and dangerous. For a Warning to thofe who would 
be laved, to (eparate themfelves from that corrupted 
Church. 

The Maxims of the Popifli Policy in En^hnd^^ with 
the Means to flop its Progrefs. To which is itdded^ gn 
Abftraft of feveral Letters written by the Reverend 
Dr* Talht\ in which many of the Artifices uf^d -by 
the Popilh Miffiouaries are detefted/ 

The Hiftory of the Inquifition, with an Account of 
the Cruelties es^erdiftd therein. Written by one of the 
Secretaries to the Inqftiifitibn. 

A faithful Account of the Cruelties done to the 
Proteftants on Board the French King's Galleys, on 
the Account of the. Reformed Religion. 
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